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Research and Writing Senior Seminar: Religion and Community 
 

Semester: [SEMESTER YEAR] 
Course Meetings: [DAYS TIME CLASSROOM] 
Instructor: Prof. Stephanie Shady (she/her) 
Email: [EMAIL] 
Office Hours: [DAYS TIMES OFFICE BUILDING] 
 
 
Religion is a powerful social, economic, and political force across the globe. Its formal 
authorities and informal influences have changed over time and across space and traditions. 
Yet even where regular religious practice has become less common, religion remains a means 
of constructing communities, be it a diaspora, a unique nation within a state, or state-wide 
national identity or nationalism. Religion intersects with race, gender, and other important 
social identities, and it overlaps with organized political power from the grassroots to the 
government. Human relationships with the divine have influenced everyday norms and values, 
have marked key moments in our life cycle, and have provided material and social-
psychological resources for communities. In this course, we will examine the relationship 
between religion and community from a variety of social scientific perspectives. As a core part 
of this inquiry, you will conduct an original research paper on a topic of your choice relating to 
religion and community. We will work through each step of the scientific method over the 
course of the semester—using religion and community as a lens and set of thematic 
examples—and hold guided workshops to facilitate your research process. 
 
 

Learning Objectives 

Throughout this course, you will: 

 Reflect critically upon a variety of ways that religion builds communities. 

 Develop an intellectual curiosity about the socio-political effects of religions within and 
outside your own religious beliefs (or lack thereof). 

 Understand the basic principles of the scientific method and sharpen your research 
skills by applying them to an original research project.1 

 Hone your written communication skills by learning how to organize ideas in a logical 
order, choose words efficiently, and develop your voice. 

 

                                                           
1 I highly encourage you to view this research project as an opportunity for professional development. This is a 
paper that you might submit to an academic journal such as Pi Sigma Alpha’s Undergraduate Journal for Political 
Science, take to a conference with one of your mentors, or use as a writing sample for graduate school 
applications. It is also an opportunity for you to develop the marketable skills of conducting and communicating 
research, which you will use in one form or another in a variety of professions outside the university setting or in it. 
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Important Notes on the Nature of the Course 
 
Studying Religion 
There’s an old saying that the two things you don’t discuss in polite company are politics and 
religion. We will discuss both in this class, because these are important structures in our society 
that, in my view, we should strive to understand deeply. Please be respectful of your 
classmates’ religious beliefs or lack thereof. This course is about the scientific study of religion, 
not about debating who’s right or wrong about the nature of the divine. You are free to 
disagree with me, with your classmates, and with the materials we discuss. You will be graded 
solely on the quality of the analysis you conduct, not on the views you express. That said, we 
can disagree with each other in a respectful manner. Hate speech or speech that threatens the 
integrity of any student’s right to exist based on their group memberships or identities is 
unacceptable. If at any point you experience harassment, discrimination, or other forms of 
targeting (especially in the context of our class, but in general), please let me know. I will refer 
the situation to the appropriate university channels on a need-to-know basis. [ADD 
UNIVERSITY-SPECIFIC LANGUAGE ABOUT WHAT MY MANDATORY REPORTING ROLES ARE/ARE 
NOT AND WHAT THOSE CHANNELS MAY BE] 

 
Research Methods Courses 

This course will cover a range of methods that you may choose to use for your semester-long 
research project. We will cover some research that uses statistical analyses, which you will have 
seen some basics of previously in [INTRO LEVEL METHODS COURSE, ADJUSTABLE ACCORDING 
TO DEPARTMENT-SPECIFIC METHODS PRE-REQUISITES]. However, you are NOT required to 
include statistical analyses in your final project. If you would like to do so, then I am happy to 
work with you on the analysis.2 If you choose a qualitative method, that is equally rigorous and 
appropriate for this class, and I will also be happy to work with you on the analysis. There is no 
preference for quantitative or qualitative work; the best method is the one that is suited to 
answer your research question.  

 
Writing-Intensive Courses 
Students come to this course with different comfort levels with writing, especially with 
extensive, research-based writing. That is okay! There is no such thing as perfect writing, and 
my goal for every student is to help them improve from where they are at the beginning of the 
semester. We will break down the research and writing process into manageable steps, and I 
encourage you to ask questions or ask for help early and often. The Writing Center [UNIVERSITY 
LINK HERE] is also an excellent resource that I encourage you to make use of. 
 
 
 

                                                           
2 If you aren’t sure if you’re comfortable with statistical analysis but are interested in trying it for your project, you 
are most welcome to come to office hours and talk through any and all questions, doubts or concerns. I was not 
confident about math or coding when I started out, so I know what that can feel like. I am very happy to help you 
make progress from wherever your starting point is. 
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Course Resources 
 
Required book: Ammerman, Nancy Tatom. 2021. Studying Lived Religion: Contexts and 
Practices. New York University Press. https://nyupress.org/9781479804344/studying-lived-
religion/ *Listed as SLR in reading assignments in calendar below* 
 
Additionally, we will make use of articles and book chapters throughout this course, PDFs of 
which can be found on the course website. You will also find detailed guidelines for the 
research paper components and other assignments on the course website—check there first, 
then ask questions if you require further clarification on instructions. 
 
As you design your research project, you can find additional scholarly materials through the 
university library and Google Scholar. We will discuss strategies for literature searches in class. 
 
The Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA) is an excellent place to begin searching for 
pre-existing datasets related to religion: https://www.thearda.com/ . Even if your primary 
method is not quantitative, you may find helpful descriptive data here.  
 
(optional) If you choose to use quantitative analysis in your research project, download/update 
R (https://www.r-project.org/) and RStudio 
(https://www.rstudio.com/products/rstudio/download/), both of which are free. I have no 
preferences for the type of method (quantitative or qualitative or both) that you use in your final 
project. Use the method that is best suited to answer your research question. 
 
 

Course Requirements 

 Complete all assigned readings by the date they are listed on the syllabus, and come to 
class prepared to discuss them. 

 Complete worksheets on religion studies where noted in the schedule, and come to 
class prepared to discuss them. 

 Complete all components of the research process for your project, and come to class 
prepared to review with peers and with me. 

 One final, original research paper (20-25 pages). 

 One presentation of your research paper (8-10 minutes). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nyupress.org/9781479804344/studying-lived-religion/
https://nyupress.org/9781479804344/studying-lived-religion/
https://www.thearda.com/
https://www.r-project.org/
https://www.rstudio.com/products/rstudio/download/
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Grade Breakdown 

 Research paper: 60% 
o Research questions: 3% 
o Theory: 8% 
o Nested literature list: 8% 
o Research design: 8% 
o First draft: 8% 
o Final: 25% 

 Final presentation: 10% 

 Religious Studies Worksheets: 20% 

 Participation in research and writing workshops: 10% 

 

Grading Scale 
The grading scale below represents the final points at which I will round. To maintain fairness to 
all of your classmates, I will not arbitrarily negotiate final grades at the end of the semester. 
Grades are a tool, albeit an imperfect one, for assessing understanding and application of 
course material. I am committed to assessing you fairly and providing feedback in order for you 
to learn. 
 
A: 93.5 and above 
A-: 93.4-89.5 
B+: 89.4-86.5 
B: 86.4-82.5 
B-: 82.4-79.5 
C+ 79.4-76.5 
C: 76.4-72.5 
C-: 72.4-69.5 
D+: 69.4-66.5 
D: 66.4-62.5 
F: 62.5 and below 

 

Expectations 

1. Attendance: As adults, your education and other aspects of your life are your 
responsibility. As such, I do not grade attendance, but I will keep it in order to ensure 
that students are keeping up with course material. This is an advanced course, and the 
topics build upon one another. Moreover, you will both participate in and benefit from 
peer workshops throughout the course. It is therefore important that you attend class 
on a regular basis. However, I am aware that extenuating life circumstances can prevent 
attendance. You do not owe me personal details in order to be excused from class, but 
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please communicate so that I can offer you flexibility as appropriate. And as we have 
learned from COVID-19, if you are sick, do not come to class. 

2. Participation: You and your classmates will benefit from regular participation in class 
discussion and activities. Research design can feel abstract in a classroom setting at first. 
You will better understand the process if you ask questions early and often as we 
discuss the concepts and put them into practice. There are no stupid questions. If you 
do not understand something, please ask so that I can explain it in another way until 
you do understand. That is why I am here! Other students will benefit from your 
questions and insights as well. Participation in peer review activities will be a part of 
your grade. If you must miss class during a research or writing workshop, it is your 
responsibility to communicate with me to make up this part of the course. 

3. Electronics: You will frequently need a computer in class, especially during workshop 
days. If you do not have access to a computer or tablet that you can bring to class, 
please let me know at the beginning of the semester so we can find a solution. You 
may also bring electronic copies of the readings and assignments to class and use 
electronic devices to write notes (Note: You may not record audio or video of any part 
of the course without prior permission from me). Appropriate laptop use is required. 
Your education is your responsibility, and it is up to you to avoid using your electronics 
for non-class purposes. However, please respect your classmates and avoid distracting 
others. If electronic use becomes a problem, no electronics will be permitted outside of 
workshop days.  

4. Office Hours: Office hours are a resource that I encourage you to make use of in my 
class and in other classes. I encourage you to come to office hours early and often to ask 
questions about course material and assignments. Additionally, office hours are an 
opportunity to meet your instructors, discuss your career and other intellectual 
interests, etc. Particularly as you begin to apply for study abroad, internships, jobs, and 
graduate school and will need recommendation letters, the more you have cultivated 
relationships with your instructors, the more they will be able to help you in future 
endeavors. I can write you a much better recommendation if I know something more 
than the grades you earned in my class for one semester.  

5. Contact Policy: Please remember that university emails should be written in a 
professional manner, which means a greeting, brief message, and closing. You may 
address me as Professor Shady or Dr. Shady. Emails should be used to make 
appointments (You do NOT need to make an appointment to come to regularly 
scheduled office hours!) or ask brief questions. If you have a longer question, please 
come to office hours so we can discuss it thoroughly. I am committed to responding to 
emails within 48 hours (at the latest) on days when the University is in session. If you 
have not heard from me within that timeframe, please feel free to send me a reminder. 
 
 

University Resources  
[ADD UNIVERSITY-SPECIFIC RESOURCES ON TITLE XI, MENTAL HEALTH, 
ACCESSIBILITY, HONOR CODE, ETC.] 
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Course Assignments 
 
Submitting Assignments 
You will submit all assignments on the course website by the beginning of class on the date 
listed on the syllabus. All submissions should be labeled as follows: “Last Name, First 
Name_Assignment Title.” This makes organizing files smoother on your end and mine, and you 
will receive grades/feedback much more efficiently if you follow these instructions. You must 
submit components of the research paper as Word documents only (no PDFs, Google Doc 
links, etc.). This is so I can use track changes to provide detailed feedback where necessary. 
 
Religion Studies Worksheets 
Throughout the course, we will examine various topics in the social scientific study of religion 
by analyzing contemporary studies. We will also use these readings to study and evaluate 
different research designs. I will introduce these topics more broadly in a lecture at the 
beginning of class, and then we will discuss the readings in groups and as a class. 
 
On the days marked on the schedule below, you will be expected to fill out a worksheet that 
serves as guided reading notes. At the beginning of the semester, you will sign up for one of 
the reading choices for each day and be responsible for assessing that reading only. I 
encourage you to opt for some readings about religions or parts of the world that you are less 
familiar with! 
 
You will submit these worksheets online before the beginning of class but should bring a copy 
with you to class for discussion (electronic copy is fine). It is okay if you do not understand 
every single aspect of a paper. Write down what you understand and what you have 
questions about. We will discuss an overview the scientific method at the beginning of the 
semester, and I will adjust expectations as we discuss each step in more detail throughout the 
semester. For each study, the worksheet will ask you to identify in 1-3 sentences: 

 The primary research question(s) 

 The essential theory, drawn in a way that helps you visualize each step in the argument 
(you may write a sentence in addition but are not required to) 

 The data source(s) and method(s) -- I do not expect in-depth mathematical analysis, just 
explain the basic methodological approach in words (interviews, focus groups, surveys, 
etc.) 

 The important findings: How were the research questions answered or not? 

 One aspect of the paper you like: What does this paper contribute to our 
understanding? What is one of its core strengths? What about this paper would you like 
to emulate in your own research project? 

 One aspect of the paper about which you have a concern: Is something missing from the 
argument? Do the measures capture the concepts well? Are the cases and method 
appropriate for the research question?  
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Original Research Paper (20-25 pages) 
One of the primary goals of this course is to equip you with the substantive and methodological 
tools to study religion in a social scientific way. You will design an original research paper over 
the course of the semester as we discuss each step in the research process. Several dates in the 
calendar below have been allotted for workshops, during which you will give and receive peer 
feedback and discuss your project with me. It is essential that you bring your best effort at each 
stage of the process to these workshop days so that you know what questions to ask me/your 
peers to improve your paper, and you will receive completion grades for preparing this work. 
The more effort you put in at the front end of these steps, the smoother the end of the 
semester will be. If you are struggling with any part of the process, please come talk to me in 
offices hours sooner rather than later so that I can help right away, because the steps build 
on one another.  
 
You will submit the following assignments as steps towards the final paper (see calendar 
below). I will grade these assignments based on effort, not perfection, because the goal is to 
have something to work with in workshops: 

 Brainstorm of research questions and brief proposal 

 Theory – diagram with ½ page written summary and hypotheses 

 Nested literature list 

 Research design proposal 

 First complete draft 

Your final paper will have the following components: 

 Introduction 

 Theory supported by a literature review 

 Hypotheses 

 Data and method(s) 

 Analysis and results 

 Discussion and conclusion 

 References – choose any style you like, just be consistent. The only restriction is you 
must use in-text citations (Author Year), not footnotes, to keep pages consistent across 
students.3  

 Note: Tables, figures, and references do not count against your page limit. 

 
Research Presentation and Peer Review 
In lieu of an exam, you will present your final research projects on during the final exam period. 
You will also be responsible for reviewing one of your peer’s projects, using the same format as 
the Religious Studies Worksheets that we use throughout the semester.  

                                                           
3 I’ve had this question often: I will NOT grade the details of your citation formatting. The important thing is that 
you give credit to your sources in a way that I could find the source myself with the information you provide. 
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Your presentation should be 8-10 minutes long [ADJUSTABLE BASED ON CLASS SIZE]. To ensure 
time for all presentations, you will be asked to stop presenting at 10 minutes. If time allows, the 
audience will have an opportunity to ask questions for 2-3 minutes per person.  
 
Your presentation should explain how you approach each step in the scientific process, as you 
will see in class and on the rubric. You do not have time to cover every detail of your paper, so 
be selective and focus on the most important aspects of the project. You can cover more 
specific details on one aspect of the paper during the Q&A.  
 

Course Schedule [ADJUST DATES FOR UNIVERSITY-SPECIFIC SCHEDULE; GENERAL TIMELINE 

LISTED BELOW] 
This course generally requires light reading for class preparation, but keep in mind that you will 
also be reading quite a bit as you review the literature for your own research project. We will 
discuss how to read scholarly articles efficiently in class, but it will still be a time investment. I 
encourage you to begin reading on your topic as soon as your research question is finalized to 
break it into manageable tasks. 
 
You are expected to have completed all readings and assignments before class on the dates 
listed below. Always bring a copy of the readings and assignments to class (electronic is fine). 
On workshop days, please bring a computer or tablet for working on your project. 
 
Date Topic Readings Assignments 
 Introduction Syllabus 

 
SLR Introduction and Chapter 1 (Studying 
What People Do) 

Bring your 
questions 
about the 
syllabus and 
the course to 
class. 

 What is social 
science 
research? How 
do we study 
religion in a 
social scientific 
way? 

Taves, Ann. 2009. Religious Experience 
Reconsidered: A Building Block Approach to 
the Study of Religion and Other Special 
Things. Princeton University Press. Chapter 1, 
Religion: Deeming Things Religious. 
 
SLR Chapter 2 (Lived Religion and Its 
Contexts) 

On the course 
website, sign 
up for 
readings for 
the days when 
there is a topic 
choice listed 
on the 
calendar (you 
will complete 
the religious 
studies 
worksheets on 
these readings 
only). Class 
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will be divided 
to ensure 
coverage of 
each article, 
first come, 
first serve. 

 Asking 
research 
questions I: 
What makes a 
good research 
question? 

Grzymala-Busse, Anna. 2012. “Why 
Comparative Politics Should Take Religion 
(More) Seriously.” Annual Review of Political 
Science 15: 421-442. 
 

 

 Asking 
research 
questions II: 
Exploring 
topics in 
religion and 
community 

SLR Chapters 3 (The Spiritual Dimensions of 
Lived Religion) and 4 (Embodied Religious 
Practice) 

Bring to class 3 
possible 
research 
questions 
you’re 
interested in 
studying this 
semester. 
After we work 
with them in 
class, you will 
submit a brief 
proposal 
online with a) 
1 research 
question, b) 
brief 
justification 
(max. ½ page). 

 Religion and 
nationalism 

Gentry, Hope Dewell. 2021. “The Political 
Strategy of Appealing to Religious 
Nationalism: Examining Motivations to Join 
Religious Organizations by Japanese LDP 
Politicians.” Politics and Religion 14(4): 691-
711. 
 

OR 
 
Malji, Andrea. 2021. “Gendered 
Islamophobia: The Nature of Hindu and 
Buddhist Nationalism in India and Sri Lanka.” 

Submit 
Religious 
Studies 
Worksheet 
online 
 
 



10 
 

Studies in Ethnicity and Nationalism (online 
first). https://doi.org/10.1111/sena.12350 

 Religion and 
migration 

Vaughan, Kenneth R. 2021. “Religious Moral 
Communities or Secular Tolerance? 
Individual-, National-, and Regional-Level 
Explanations for Restrictive Refugee Policy 
Preferences in Europe.” Sociology of Religion 
82(3): 305-331. 
 

OR 
 
Wu, Stephen, Paul Hagstrom, Stephen 
Ellingson, and Jaime Kuckinskas. 2021. 
“Religion and Refugee Well-Being: The 
Importance of Inclusive Community.” Journal 
for the Scientific Study of Religion 60(2): 291-
308. 

Submit 
Religious 
Studies 
Worksheet 
online 

 Theory I: 
Concepts and 
mechanisms 

Adcock, Robert, and David Collier. 2001. 
“Measurement Validity: A Shared Standard 
for Qualitative and Quantitative Research.” 
American Political Science Review 95(3): 529-
546. 

 

 Theory II: 
Theorizing 
religion in 
social science 

SLR Chapters 6 (Lived Religious Emotions) and 
9 (Narratives in Religious Practice) 

 

 Theory 
workshop 

None Draw your 
initial theory 
and explain 
the diagram in 
half a page or 
less. Bring 
theory to class 
for workshop. 

 Religion and 
race 

Everyone (you do not need to write a 
worksheet for this piece, only on one of the 
two below): Al-Fatham, Hajer. 2021. 
“Researching American Muslims: A Case of 
Surveillance and Racialized State Control.” 
Perspectives on Politics 19(4): 1131-1146. 
 
Braunstein, Ruth. 2021. “The ‘Right’ History: 
Religion, Race, and Nostalgic Stories of 
Christian America.” Religions 12(2): 1-21. 

Submit 
Religious 
Studies 
Worksheet 
online 

https://doi.org/10.1111/sena.12350
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OR  

 
Gerteis, Joseph, Douglas Hartmann, and 
Penny Edgell. 2020. “Racial, Religious, and 
Civic Dimensions of Anti-Muslim Sentiment in 
America.” Social Problems 67: 719-740. 

 Religious 
minority status 

Scheitle, Christopher P., and Elaine Howard 
Ecklund. 2020. “Individuals’ Experiences with 
Religious Hostility, Discrimination, and 
Violence: Findings from a New National 
Survey.” Socius 6: 1-15. 
 

OR 
 

Adelman, Levi, Maykel Verkuyten, and Kumar 
Yogeeswaran. 2021. “Distinguishing Active 
and Passive Outgroup Tolerance: 
Understanding Its Prevalence and the Role of 
Moral Concern.” Political Psychology (online 
first). https://doi.org/10.1111/pops.12790 

Submit 
Religious 
Studies 
Worksheet 
online 

 Literature 
reviews: 
Purpose and 
process 

Hart, Chris. 2018. Doing a Literature Review: 
Releasing the Research Imagination. 2nd ed. 
Chapters 2 (The Purpose of Literature 
Reviewing) and 3 (Classifying and Reading 
Research to Review) 

 

 Literature 
review 
workshop 

None Identify the 
key concepts 
in your theory 
(dependent / 
independent 
variables, 
mediating / 
moderating 
variables) and 
make a nested 
outline of the 
order in which 
you will need 
them to 
explain your 
theory. We 
will begin 
filling in this 

https://doi.org/10.1111/pops.12790
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outline with 
literature in 
class. 

 Religion and 
extremism 

Armaly, Miles T., David T. Buckley, and Adam 
M. Enders. 2022. “Christian Nationalism and 
Political Violence: Victimhood, Racial Identity, 
Conspiracy, and Support for the Capital 
Attacks.” Political Behavior (online first). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11109-021-09758-y  
 

OR 
 

Blair, Graeme et al. 2021. “Trusted 
Authorities Can Change Minds and Shift 
Norms During Conflict.” Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences of the United 
States of America 118(42): 1-6. 

Submit 
Religious 
Studies 
Worksheet 
online 

 Religion and 
democracy 

Hoffman, Michael. 2020. “Religion, 
Sectarianism, and Democracy: Theory and 
Evidence from Lebanon.” Political Behavior 
42: 1169-1200. 
 

OR 
 
Perry, Samuel L., Andrew L. Whitehead, and 
Joshua B. Grubbs. 2021. “‘I Don’t Want 
Everybody to Vote’: Christian Nationalism and 
Restricting Voter Access in the United States.” 
Sociological Forum (online first). https://doi-
org.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/10.1111/socf.12776 

Submit 
Religious 
Studies 
Worksheet 
online 

 Methods I: 
Quantitative, 
qualitative, or 
mixed? 

Wuffle, A. 2015. “Uncle Wuffle’s Reflections 
on Political Science Methodology.” PS: 
Political Science and Politics 48(1): 176-182. 
Gerring, John. 2004. “What Is a Case Study 
and What Is It Good For?” American Political 
Science Review 98(2): 341-354. 
 
SLR Conclusion (Methods for Studying Lived 
Religion) 

Nested 
literature 
outline due 
(you do NOT 
need to have 
read 
everything on 
your outline 
from 
beginning to 
end by this 
point) 

 Methods II: 
Using 

Adler, Gary J, Jr. Brad R. Fulton, and Catherine 
Hoegeman. “Survey Data Collection Methods 

 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11109-021-09758-y
https://doi-org.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/10.1111/socf.12776
https://doi-org.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/10.1111/socf.12776
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quantitative 
methods to 
study religion 
and 
community 

and Discrepancy in the Sociological Study of 
Religious Congregations.” Sociology of 
Religion 81(4): 371-412. 
 
Spencer, Anne C., and Scott Draper. 2018. 
“Introducing the Sort-of Buddhist: Or, ‘If 
There Is No ‘I’ to Have a Religious Identity, 
Then How Do I Fill Out This Survey?” 
Interdisciplinary Journal on Research on 
Religion 14: 1-34. 

 Methods III: 
Using 
qualitative 
methods to 
study religion 
and 
community 

Cantori, Valentina. 2021. “Inclusive and 
Included? Practices of Civic Inclusivity of 
American Muslims in Los Angeles.” Sociology 
of Religion (online first). 
https://doi.org/10.1093/socrel/srab019 

 
Honig, Lauren, Amy Erica Smith, and Jaimie 
Bleck. 2021. “What Stymies Action on 
Climage Change? Religious Institutions, 
Marginalization, and Efficacy in Kenya.” 
Perspectives on Politics (online first). 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S153759272000479X 

 

 Religion and 
intergroup 
relations 

Kayaoglu, Turan. 2015. “Explaining Interfaith 
Dialogue in the Muslim World.” Politics and 
Religion 8(2): 236-262. 
 

OR 
 

Day, Joel. 2020. “Everyday Practices of 
Toleration: The Foundation of the Peace 
Accords in Sierra Leone.” Politics and Religion 
14(1): 54-82. 

Submit 
Religious 
Studies 
Worksheet 
online 

 Secularity and 
community 

Smith, Jesse M., and Caitlin L. Halligan. 2021. 
“Making Meaning without a Maker: Secular 
Consciousness through Narrative and Cultural 
Practice.” Sociology of Religion 82(1): 85-110. 
 

OR 
 
Kasselstrand, Isabella. 2015. “Non-believers 
in the Church: A Study of Cultural Religion in 
Sweden.” Sociology of Religion 76(3): 275-
294. 

Submit 
Religious 
Studies 
Worksheet 
online 

https://doi.org/10.1093/socrel/srab019
https://doi.org/10.1017/S153759272000479X
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 Research 
design 
workshop I 

None Prepare 1-2 
possible ideas 
for testing 
your 
hypotheses 
based on the 
methods 
we’ve 
discussed in 
class, and 
bring them to 
class to 
workshop. 

 Research 
design 
workshop II 

None 
 

Narrow down 
a general 
research 
design from 
day 1 of the 
workshop and 
bring to class 
to work on 
refining. 

 Religion and 
civic 
engagement 

Audette, Andre P., Mark Brockway, and 
Rodrigo Castro Cornejo. 2020. “Religious 
Engagement, Civic Skills, and Political 
Participation in Latin America.” Journal for 
the Scientific Study of Religion 59(1): 101-118. 
 

OR 
 
Travão, Susana. 2012. “Religion and Civic 
Participation Among Children of Immigrants: 
Insights from the Postcolonial Portuguese 
Context.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration 
Studies 38(5): 851-868. 

Submit 
Religious 
Studies 
Worksheet 
online 

 Religion and 
colonialism 

Dulay, Dean. 2022. “The Search for Spices and 
Souls: Catholic Missions as Colonial State in 
the Philippines.” Comparative Political Studies 
(online first). 
https://doi.org/10.1177/00104140211066222 
 

OR 
 

Submit 
Religious 
Studies 
Worksheet 
online 

https://doi.org/10.1177%2F00104140211066222
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Hager, Anselm. 2021. “Protestant 
Missionaries Are Associated with Reduced 
Community Cohesion.” Sociology of Religion 
(online first). 
https://doi.org/10.1093/socrel/srab032 

 Written and 
oral 
communication 
of research 

None  First full draft 
of paper due 

 Writing 
workshop I: 
Guiding the 
reader through 
paragraph 
organization 
and transitions 

None – instead set an attainable goal for 
revisions on your draft and make a plan to 
meet it. 

Bring 
materials to 
work on your 
final paper in 
class 
independently 
and with a 
peer 

 Writing 
workshop II: 
Introductions 
and 
conclusions in 
research 
papers 

Baglione, Lisa. 2007. Writing a Research 
Paper in Political Science: A Practical Guide to 
Inquiry, Structure, and Methods. Chapter 8 
(Considering the Significance and Limitations 
of Your Findings) 
 
  

Bring 
materials to 
work on your 
final paper in 
class 
independently 
and with a 
peer 

Reading 
Days 

  Submit final 
paper by 
[DATE 1-2 
DAYS LATER, 
AHEAD OF 
FINAL EXAM 
PERIOD] 
 
In fairness to 
the classmate 
who will be 
reviewing 
your paper, 
this is a hard 
deadline. 

Final 
exam 
period as 
scheduled 

Final research 
presentations 

You will be assigned one of your classmate’s 
research papers to read in advance. 

Prepare your 
research 
presentation 
and submit 
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by 
Registrar 

worksheet on 
your assigned 
classmate’s 
paper (see 
Assignments 
for details) 

 
*This syllabus is subject to any change I deem necessary throughout the course. If I need to 
update the syllabus, I will communicate changes via e-mail and upload an updated syllabus to 
the course website.* 


